ISSUED:  10:30 am Monday, April 24 2023
SYNOPSIS: Some shower activity will linger this morning over the northeastern corner of the Fire Centre as a disturbance that affected the province on Sunday moves eastward. Conditions are expected to clear from the west as a surface ridge builds along the southern BC coastline with gusty westerly winds forecast. On Tuesday a low pressure centre will develop in northeastern BC. This system will bring gusty west to northwest winds over the Fire Centre with lower humidity values. Some locations in the Chilcoltin are forecast to drop into the teens. No precipitation is expected on Tuesday. Freezing level 1800 metres today falling to 1700 metres Tuesday.
3 TO 5-DAY OUTLOOK…WEDNEDAY TO FRIDAY:
Generally clear, stable and dry conditions are expected in the Fire Center as an upper ridge pattern develops over much of the province. Gusty W-SW winds of 20-25G45-50 km/h are expected for Wednesday’s burning period. Minimum RH values of 15-25% and maximum temperatures of 16-20 deg will generate excellent drying conditions in all fuels during the forecast period. A weak and disorganized pressure gradient will result in light and variable winds for Thursday and Friday as well as producing stronger morning inversions
CONFIDENCE/DISCUSSION:  Good confidence of general drying trend into the weekend. Some uncertainty in surface humidity forecast. At this time guidance appears to forecasting higher humidity values on Wednesday than would be expected at this time of the year. 
6 TO 10 DAY OUTLOOK..SATURDAY TO WEDNESDAY of next week:
Upper ridge pattern continues into the weekend driving excellent drying conditions with above seasonal temperatures of 20-24 deg and RH values in the 20-30% range. Some stations west of the Fraser falling below 20% at peak burning period for Sat/Sun. Winds are expected to remain light southerly with some gustiness due to daytime heating. By Monday the upper ridge is forecast to drift eastward into Alberta leaving the FC in a south flow aloft. This flow will push a more humid airmass into the FC  with extensive cloud and cooler, more humid conditions expected. A risk of light showers is seen in the wet belt Monday. Clearing should occur for Tuesday and Wednesday bringing temperatures back into the 17-21 deg range with more moderate RH values of 25-35% and light winds.
 WEST OF FRASER
TODAY:  Mainly Sunny. Winds southwesterly 15-20 km/h gusting 30 except gusting 40 in the western Chilcoltin. MAX TEMP: 13 C. MIN RH: 25-30 %.
TONIGHT: Mainly clear.  Winds southwesterly 10-15 km/h. MIN TEMP: 1C. MAX RH: 60-70%.
Tuesday: Mainly sunny. Winds westerly 20-25 km/h gusting 35-40. MAX TEMP: 12 C. 
MIN RH: 20-25% becoming 15% in the lee of the Coastal Mountains.
FORECAST LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING
Today: Nil/ Nil Tonight: Nil / Nil Tomorrow: Nil/Nil
Venting:  Becoming good mid to late morning.
 
EAST OF FRASER
TODAY: Becoming mainly sunny. Showers ending in the northeast. Winds west to northwest 15 km/h. MAX TEMP: 12 C. MIN RH: 35-40 %.
TONIGHT:  Mainly clear. Winds westerly 5-10 km/h. MIN TEMP: 2 C. MAX RH: 90%.
Tuesday:  Mainly sunny. Winds west to northwest 15-20 km/h gusting 40. MAX TEMP: 10 C. MIN RH: 30-35 %.
FORECAST LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING
Today: Nil/ Nil Tonight: Nil / Nil Tomorrow: Nil/Nil
Venting:  Becoming good mid to late morning.
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Description Spatial Coverage

Nil No lightning
Risk Less than 20%
Isolated 20-40%
Scattered 40-60%
Widespread Greater than 60%





